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2011 English Listening Comprehension Screening Test 
 

 

Instructions: 

There are 40 questions on this test.  You will hear statements, short dialogues, long dialogues and 

passages.  After you hear the statement, short dialogue, long dialogue or passage, you will hear 

questions about what you heard.  Then you will hear three possible answers.  Choose the best possible 

answer and cross out the letter on the answer sheet that corresponds to the answer you have chosen.  

Each question will be read to you only once. 

 

 

1. One of the biggest problems we’re facing is the way that technological advances are posing a threat to the 

environment. 

Q: According to the statement 

a. We should rely on the advances in science to solve the environmental problems. 

b. Technology could be the major cause of environmental problems. 

c. One of the biggest issues we should be concerned about is environmental problems. 

 B  

 

2. The group members came to a consensus about the topic of their presentation. 

Q: What happened at the group meeting? 

a. The group visited a famous tourist spot. 

b. The group agreed on what to talk about. 

c. The group’s topic is undecided.  

 B 

 

3. Make an effort to see how your learning relates to the world around you.  Your education and your daily 

life can work together for the benefit of both. 

Q: According to the speaker 

 a. you should keep your school life and the outside world separate 

 b. you don’t need to go to school. Just learn all you need from daily life 

 c. you should integrate the various parts of your life. 

 C  
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4. What a person actually does is more important than what he or she says.   

Q: Which statement most nearly has the same meaning? 

 A. Life is too short to live with regrets. 

 B. People should be immaculately groomed. 

 C. Actions speak more loudly than words. 

 C 

 

5. W: My great aunt’s husband died many years ago. Then, she had a love affair when she was in her 70s.  At 

that time she was overweight, slightly bald, and not at all romantic looking. 

M: What was the man like?  Was he her age? 

W: Yes and they occasionally spent weekends together.  Let me try to tell you what this man meant to her.  

One evening she came back from having dinner with friends and when she told him about the dinner, he asked 

her with interest what she wore.  Then she cried because no one for years had been interested in what she 

wore.   

Q:  The main point of this story is that 

 A. women like to build rapport and make connections. 

 B. a successful relationship depends upon understanding between men and women.  

 C. Don’t give up on love, you may find it with the most unlikely person. 

 B 

 

6. M: I’m really worried about paying my tuition for the next term at school. 

   W: Maybe you could apply for financial aid. 

   Q: The woman is trying to 

a. offer some good advice  

b. describe the problem 

c. discuss the needs for financial aid 

 A 
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7. W: I think computers are bad because they emit harmful rays that can cause cancer. 

  M: Yes, but you can’t ignore the fact that they save us a lot of time. 

  Q:  According to this dialogue, which of the following statements is probably true? 

a. The man agrees with the lady’s viewpoint. 

b. The man disagrees with the lady’s viewpoint. 

c. The man wants to buy a computer. 

 B  

 

8. M: When I set down to study I can never seem to complete everything I want to   

do. I feel so overwhelmed. Do you have any suggestions? 

W: How realistic are your plans?  Do you prioritize them? 

Q: What is the woman suggesting? 

a. She thinks the man has very poor study habits. 

b. She thinks the man is not motivated. 

c. She thinks the man has no direction. 

 C   

 

9. M: What worries me is that I don’t feel like I’m making any progress in English. 

W: Why don’t you plan to get a tutor so that you can make faster progress? 

Q: What the woman suggests is that the man 

a. Buy a book so he can study.  

b. Hire someone to help him. 

c. Take a class next year. 

 B 

 
10. W: Do you think we live in a wasteful society? 

M: Definitely. Just think about all the plastic bottles along the roads. Everyday I see someone out cleaning 

the streets and picking them up. Why don’t people recycle them? 

Q: Which of the following statements is probably true? 

a. The man doesn’t recycle or protect the environment. 

b. The woman thinks that recycling is useless. 

c. The man doesn’t throw plastic bottles out on the streets. 

 C 
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11. M: Asian students are fraught with anxiety and pressure to succeed in school. 

W: I read a report that goes against your observation. 

Q: According to this dialogue,  

a. The report agrees with the man’s opinion. 

b. The lady disagrees with the man. 

d. The lady has stated a different point of view. 

 C   
 

12. W: Sometimes learning English can be so confusing.  For example, the other day we were talking about 

the word “see”.  It has several meanings and when I hear the word how can I know which meaning is being 

used?  Will I ever learn the language? 

M: Sure you will.  Don’t worry so much and be more patient with yourself.  Part of learning about a 

culture is learning the different ways words are used.  Just think about some that you already know 

and you will feel better. 

Q: What is the man trying to do for the woman? 

a. Help her manage her worry 

b. Help her learn English 

c. Get a date with her   

 A 

13. M: Do you think that the internet is a form of the media that influences our thinking? 

W: Definitely.  However, people should not only get information from the media, but should form their own 

opinions of the world and how it influences them. 

Q: The woman is not implying that  

a. some internet information should be taken objectively 

b. we should rely on the media to inform us  

c. the internet can influence what we think about the world around us 

 B 
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14. W: The new principal at the elementary school thinks the students should learn more about character, such 

as the values of honesty and responsibility. 

M: That is good news.  Some students these days go to school when they have been drinking or taking drugs. 

How can they expect to get and education that way?  How can the teachers do their job? 

Q: What is true about the school? 

a. students are honest and responsible. 

b. Students are prepared to get a good education 

c. Parents would like to see some changes 

 C  

 

15. W: If we are to learn how to respond politely and appropriately, we need to be able to talk with people who 

sometimes disagree with us about issues and experiences. 

M: Yes, we need to be tolerant of the differences between people and not judge someone who is different and 

think that they are bad. 

Q: The people are discussing 

a. differences in culture values 

b. different stereotypes of men and women 

c. ethical problems between men and women 

 A  
 

16. M: My grandmother needs to go to a nursing home.  She recently broke her hip and needs help 24 hours a 

day.   

W: Isn’t there anyone in your family who can take care of her?  A nursing home sounds so impersonal.  I 

don’t know if I could do that to my grandmother. 

M: I know but both my wife and I work and this seems like the only answer. 

Q: How does the woman feel about sending the man’s grandmother to a nursing home? 

a. She does not mind if the grandmother goes to the home. 

b. She thinks 24 hour a day care would be expensive 

c. She would probably take care of her grandmother. 

 C  
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17. M: Watching TV together is a good way for parents to become close to their children and spend time with 

them. 

W: Even though TV gives us a lot of interesting information, it has, in many cases, replaced real human 

communication. 

Q: In the conversation 

a. the man and women have the same point of view about the value of TV 

b. the man and woman have different points of view about TV 

c.   the woman has prefaced her disagreement  

 C 

 

18. W: It seems these days that a never ending hunger for news about public figures has created a demand for 

information that used to be considered very private. 

M: Well, I somewhat agree with you, but on the other hand, a politician’s private life may tell us something 

about how well he can do the job. 

Q: This discussion is about 

a. the private lives of public people 

b. people in modern society are often addicted to TV 

c. television prevents people from thinking for themselves 

 A  

 

19. M: Oprah Winfrey is the wealthiest female entertainer in the world.  She owns her own television and 

film production studio and her own magazine.   

W: Yes, she is certainly an amazing woman.  This is especially true because her early years were very 

difficult ones.  Some very important people influenced her and helped her to triumph over prejudice against 

African-Americans in the South, where she grew up. 

Q: What can be said to be true about Oprah Winfrey? 

 A. She overcame great disadvantages and began to help others who grew up in the  South. 

 B. She produces movies and writes for a magazine for female readers. 

 C. She triumphed over prejudice and now is a wealthy woman 

 C 
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20. M:  I have been reading about the differences between men and women in conversation and found out 

something interesting.  Do you know that women not only talk less in public, but if there tends to be a lot of 

people, both men and women, taking part in a conversation, they also talk less? 

W: Well, that certainly makes sense to me.  The fewer the people there are, the more I know about them and 

the more equal we are, the more likely it will be that I’ll feel like talking.  The situation will seem more 

“private” to me. 

Q:  What is true about the conversation?  

 A. The woman agrees with the man.  If she is in a small, imitate group, she will feel  less 

uncomfortable about sharing her opinion. 

 B. The woman did not agree with the man.  She will feel comfortable taking part in a  conversation 

with lots of people.  

 C. The woman disagrees with the man.  She prefers to speak in large groups with  more unknown 

people. 

 A 

 

21. W: In 2000 South Korean president Kim Dae-jung won the Nobel Peace prize.  The Nobel committee 

especially recognized his work towards peace and reconciliation with North Korea.   

M: I remember reading about that.  He accomplished something really amazing.  He and the North Korean 

president met to discuss security issues and the reunification of families that have been separated for 50 years, 

since the end of the Korean War. 

Q: What great achievement of Kim Dae-jung won the attention of the world? 

 A. He met with his family in North Korea for the first time in 50 years. 

 B. He met with the Nobel peace prize committee to discuss security issues. 

 C. He was recognized for his efforts to bring peace to the Korean peninsula. 

 C 
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22. M: Many people these days believe they don’t have any real heroes to inspire them.  They can’t find any 

inspiration from others to create greatness in their own lives. 

W: Well, this perception is wrong.  That just isn’t true.  Many people do heroic things but we don’t hear 

about them.  Courage often begins with just one voice.  People all over the world today are doing inspiring 

things to help themselves and others around them. 

 Q: From this conversation we learn that:  

 A. People today aren’t looking for inspiration in their lives. 

 B. There aren’t any real heroes in today’s societies. 

 C. Evidence of courage can be found all over the world today. 

 C 

For questions 23-25 please listening to following dialogue. 

 

Man (interviewer): Why would a poor washing woman give away her life savings?  This story touched us the 

moment we first heard it, and the more we thought about it, the more we believed that we needed to tell you 

about her.  In the US state of Mississippi, lives this year’s most talked about philanthropist.  No one noticed 

the frail woman who spent most of her eighty-six years doing other people’s laundry.  Quietly, in between 

bundles of wash and ironing, Ms. Oseola McCarty tucked away $250,000.  The woman who never went to 

high school or college stunned the academic work by pledging most of her life’s savings to fund scholarships 

for promising black students. 

 

Woman (Oseola McCarty): I was surprised myself.  I didn’t know I had that much money.  I didn’t have any 

children.  I did not have anybody else to give it to.   

 

Man (interviewer): She didn’t have much education. After the sixth grade she left school to care for her sick 

grandmother and worked, doing laundry for doctors, lawyers and policeman.  She slowly built up a nest egg 

of dollars and change at the bank downtown.   

 

Woman (Oseola McCarty): There’s more in giving than in receiving.  And I tried it out.  I don’t do any 

washing now and my hands are sore from arthritis, but I don’t regret it one minute.  I just wished I had more 

to give.   

 

Man (interviewer): Ms. McCarty has started something big.  Local business people around her town are now 

contributing to the Oseola McCarty scholarship fund to help students go to college.  She finds it all quite 

amusing, and told us that the locals weren’t about to let some wash-and–iron woman show then all up.  Good 

for you, Oseola. 
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23. The interviewer’s most likely reason for telling the public about Ms. McCarty is 

 A. he wants to encourage people to save their money for college scholarship funds. 

 B. he wants to encourage people to go to college, work hard and save their money. 

 C. he wants people to be inspired by what the woman did. 

 C  

 

24. The best meaning of the word philanthropist is 

 A. a person who works hard all their life and saves all the money they earn 

 B. a person who gives their money away to help others who need it 

 C. a person who works quietly works hard all their life doing other people’s laundry  

 B 

 

25. Which phrase best describes why the local business people are contributing to the McCarty scholarship 

fund?  

 A. They were probably embarrassed that one woman could save so much, so they wanted to give more to 

the fund than she did. 

 B. They were probably inspired by what Oseola McCarty did and felt they should support her efforts. 

 C. The business people wanted other people to admire them for contributing to the scholarship fund. 

 B 
 

For questions 26-28 please listening to following passage. 

 

Almost every language has some topic areas that are especially rich in vocabulary and idiomatic expressions.  

For example, the Inuit people who live in the far north of Alaska and Canada have many different ways to 

describe snow.  The Irish, on the other hand, have a wide variety of ways to describe a green landscape.  

Other examples can be found in language relating to food.  For instance, the French and Italian languages are 

rich in vocabulary for talking about wine, while American English has many ways to indicate how a steak 

should be cooked.   
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26. The main idea of the passage is that the development of a language is  

 A. influenced only by weather and geography. 

 B. influenced both by environment and culture. 

 C. independent of all cultural factors. 

 B 

 

27. In Alaska and Canada, the example given about language development is  

 A. based on the environment around the people who live there. 

 B. based on cultural influences that affect the way people use language in their daily life. 

 C. independent of all cultural factors. 

 A 

 

28. For the example about the two central European languages, we may predict that 

 A. the languages mentioned are influenced by a culture that places emphasis on food. 

 B. the people who speak these languages have a great appreciation for their surrounding landscape. 

 C. the people who speak these languages have a vocabulary rich in idiomatic expressions. 

 A 
 

For question 29-31, please listen to the following conversation. 

 

M: Don’t you think the air quality in Taipei has improved since we began to use the MRT? Now many people 

use the train to go to work rather than driving their car, riding a motorcycle or using the bus. 

W: I see your point, but don’t you know that the MRT uses fuel, just like the other forms of transportation? 

It’s run on electricity produced from oil.  And that’s not the only problem. What about the gas station 

owners?  Some of them have gone out of business. The impact of technological advance is not all positive. 

M: Yes, but technology can be used to reverse damage done to the environment. Do you know that scientists 

have developed ways to clean up our polluted rivers? The number of fish in them is greater than it was five 

years ago. 

W: Well, until more people become aware of the possibilities of technology to improve our environment, 

most people will continue to damage it. 
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29. What form of transportation is mentioned that has positively affected the environment? 

a. the automobile 

b. the bus 

c. the MRT 

 C   

 

30. The woman thinks the MRT has negatively affected us because 

a. Some people have lost their jobs 

b. Fewer cars are being sold 

c. Not enough people ride the MRT 

 A 

 

31. What forms of environmental pollution are mentioned in the dialogue? 

a. Water pollution 

b. Food poisoning 

c. Deforestation 

 A  

 

For questions 32 to question 34 please listen to the following conversation. 

 

M: I just can’t seem to stop worrying. There’s my job and then I have two teenage children. I’m afraid that 

some day the worry might kill me. Can you give me any suggestions? 

W: I’ve read about the effects of worry on the body. There are different types of worry and some can even lead 

to an anxiety disoder. However, therapy, medication and regular exercise can treat worry. 

M: Yes. Now I remember a strategy I read about in the Reader’s Digest to reduce stress. I can begin by listing 

my problems and then identify some solutions that could fit my particular problems. 

W: That’s right. Worry can definitely be treated. Most of us are just not aware of all that has been learned 

about worry in the past 50 years. 

M: I could even go for walks with my teenagers. That would give us more time together and I would also get 

some exercise. 

W: That’s what I do . I have to exercise three to four times a week or I can’t seem to handle the stress level in 

my life. I also talk to my friends and we share what’s happening in our lives. That way I know I’m not the 

only one dealing with stress and I find different ways to reduce it. 
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M: Thanks so much. Just talking to you has helped. I feel better. Now to start writing and exercising.  I’ll let 

you know how I feel next week. 

 

32. The man has a stress level that is unhealthy. What has caused his stress？ 

a. His relationship with the woman and his job. 

b. His job and his kids. 

c. Talking to his friends about his stress problem. 

 B  

 

33. What advice does the woman give the man about lifestyle changes? 

a. She suggests he quit his job and become a writer. 

b. She suggests they get married. 

c. She suggests he get some exercise. 

 C   

 

34. The woman relieves her high stress levels by  

a. Going for walks with her teenage children and talking to her friends. 

b. Talking to her friends and exercising 

c. Writing out her problems and then thinking of specific solutions. 

 B   

 

For questions 35-37 please listen to the following passage. 

 

In today’s world, people face moral issues whenever they read a newspaper or turn on the television.  

Whether it is a news story about illegal business activities, or a soap opera about a married man becoming 

sexually involved with his secretary, people are confronted with moral questions daily.  The ways these 

questions are presented in the media often clash with the standards of right and wrong they have been taught, 

and certainly the media influences peoples thinking.  Are any traditional values absolute?  Are they 

unrealistic?  Are moral standards deteriorating? 
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35. This passage is mainly about 

a. the influence of the media on soap operas 

b. changing standards 

c. the choices people make daily 

 C  

 

36.  According to the passage, what we hear in the media 

a. conflicts with our ideas of what is right and wrong 

b. helps us to learn the difference between right and wrong 

c. gives us good examples to follow 

 A  

 

37. What news stories were mentioned in the passage? 

a. soap operas 

b. illegal business activities 

c. political scandals 

 B  
 

For questions 38-40 please listen to the following dialogue. 

 

W: Hi Tom.  What are you reading? 

M: Hi Sue.  This is a new newspaper, the Community News.  It carries only good news.  Isn’t that a great 

idea?  I’m so fed up with all the bad news I read about all the time.  It’s about time someone came up with 

an alternative to the mainstream newspaper. 

W:  I don’t know. . . the problem with it is, if it’s only good news, how do you know you’re getting the whole 

story, and not just some sugar-coated version of the truth?  It doesn’t sound like objective journalism – that 

both sides of a story and all the facts are being reported.   

M: Well, I think that we need alternative sources of the news.  Mainstream papers don’t always tell the whole 

story; in one sense there is not such thing as truly objective reporting.  Every paper has to narrow down what 

to focus on.   
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W: But don’t they have to leave out some news to make it all “good news”? I mean, if a some people die in a 

fire, how can you make good news out of that?  Do they cover that type of story? 

M: Well, you’re right.  But so often these stores just don’t tell us any thing meaningful.  If I could read a 

story about how the fire department teaches people to protect themselves from fire, that would give me some 

useful information.  Then I would feel better about life. 

 

38. The man is fed up with the news because 

a. it is too negative 

b. it does not give enough details. 

c. it can’t be trusted. 

 A  

 

39. The Community News publishes only 

a. news about how to protect ourselves from fire 

b. an alternative to the mainstream news 

c. objective journalism 

 B  

 

40. Reporting in the Community News focuses on 

a. solutions to problems 

b. personal stories 

c. important events. 

 A  

 

 

This is the end of the test. 
 

 


