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I. Structure, and Written expression:  40% (2% each) 
  Choose the (ONE) answer that best completes the following sentences. Mark your answer on the answer 

sheet. 
Questions 1-20 
 
1. The scientist accepted his award with no more than a _____ thank-you. 

(A) radiant  (B) humble  (C) flexible  (D) suspicious 
2. Smoking is _____ in every public area in Taiwan now; any one who violates the rule will be fined. 

(A) banned (B) refused  (C) limited  (D) charged 
3. To complete the project, we’re working in close _____ with several other international teams. 

(A) assistance (B) participation (C) entanglement (D) collaboration 
4. The group was _____ about the next day’s weather and packed bathing suits for the trip to the beach. 

(A) anxious (B) doubtful  (C) optimistic  (D) promising 
5. Businesses sometime establish firms in foreign countries to _____ local restrictions at home. 

(A) avoid  (B) seek for  (C) meet up  (D) withdraw 
6. Nathan took a (an) _____ language course in New York, trying to improve his English within eight weeks.

(A) casual  (B) radical  (C) excessive  (D) intensive 
7. Without the proper card _____ inside the computer, it is impossible to run a graphic program. 

(A) operated (B) delivered  (C) installed  (D) fastened 
8. The deteriorating financial situations in a number of European countries have made many economists 

_____ that the world is looking at another economic downturn. 
(A) ignorant (B) reluctant  (C) apprehensive (D) trustworthy 

9. A message that said I needed to update my software suddenly _____ on my computer screen. 
(A) came together (B) popped up  (C) brought about (D) curled up 

10. The company has launched a new marketing _____ that aims to increase its presence on various social 
networks. 
(A) movement (B) application (C) campaign  (D) performance 

11. _____ have a powerful influence on the shape of the entire magazine industry. 
(A) How economic principles  (B) Why economic principles 
(C) Economic principles   (D) Economic principles that 

12. The television, _____ so long been a part of our culture, has an enormous influence. 
  (A) has  (B) it has   (C) while has  (D) which has 

13. _____ is sensitive to subtle political changes is well known. 
(A) That the stock market   (B) What the stock market 
(C) Because the stock market  (D) The stock market 
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14. Scientists are now beginning to conduct experiments on _____ cause different types of health problems. 
(A) noise pollution can   (B) that noise pollution 
(C) how noise pollution that can (D) how noise pollution can 

15. Psychologists have traditionally maintained that infants cannot form long-term memories until _____ the 
age of eight or nine months. 
(A) to reach (B) they reach  (C) to have reached  (D) they reaching 

16. _____ squeezed, the orange juice in a one-cup serving provides twice the minimum daily requirement for 
vitamin C. 
(A) If freshly (B) As freshly  (C) Be freshly  (D) It is freshly 

17. Most wholesale dealers are reluctant to reveal either how much they pay for their goods or _____. 
   (A) how great per sold item is the profit 
   (B) how great a profit sold item is 

(C) how great received item is per sold item 
 (D) how great a profit they receive per item sold 

18. Wanting to reward her assistant for loyalty, _____. 
   (A) a large bonus was given to him like his paycheck 
   (B) Carmen gave him a bonus as large as his paycheck 
   (C) Carmen gave a paycheck to his large bonus 
   (D) Carmen gave him a paycheck to him as large as his bonus 
19. A: Too much is going on today, and I’m staring to get confused. 
   B: _____ 
   (A) If I were in your shoes, I would be very scared. 
   (B) I find that hard to believe. You must be joking. 
   (C) Would you like me to carry your suitcase for you? 
   (D) I can see that. You’ve lost your car keys three times already. 
20. What would you like me to do with this information? 
   (A) Please keep it to yourself. 
   (B) The information is important. 
   (C) I need to send this special delivery, please. 
   (D) If we finish this soon, we’ll be ahead of schedule. 
 
 
II. Cloze Test:  20% (2% each) 
   Choose the (ONE) answer that best completes the passage if inserted in the corresponding blanks. Mark 

your answer on the answer sheet. 
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Questions 21-30 

 
When Rosa Parks climbed onto the bus in Montgomery, Alabama, one day in 1955, she was tired. Rosa 

worked as a seamstress in the city. She __21__ herself in one of the middle rows of the bus. At that time, the 
front rows were __22__ for white passengers, while African American passengers were expected to sit in the 
rear of the bus. The middle rows were available to black passengers __23__ white passengers could find 
seats in the front. On this particular day, all the seats in the front of the bus were filled. A white passenger 
demanded that Rosa __24__ her seat. Suddenly, after years of obeying the rules about seating, Rosa decided 
that she could follow them __25__. She refused to stand __26__ a white passenger could sit. 

That simple refusal began a movement that has had __27__ effects in the United States. Rosa’s actions 
__28__ other African Americans to stage a year-long boycott of the Montgomery bus system. The boycott 
attracted national attention and made a national audience __29__ the efforts of Martin Luther King Jr., who 
led the boycott. Soon, __30__ protests were held in other cities. African Americans and white Americans 
became energized to change the way blacks were treated in the United States. 
 
21. (A) was seated  (B) seated  (C) was seating  (D) had seated 
22. (A) reserved  (B) occupied  (C) supplied   (D) produced 
23. (A) since   (B) in case  (C) even if   (D) as long as 
24. (A) give up  (B) gave up  (C) giving up   (D) to give up 
25. (A) once more  (B) after all  (C) no longer   (D) then again 
26. (A) even though (B) so that  (C) not until   (D) rather than 
27. (A) lasting   (B) unlimited  (C) stable    (D) indefinite 
28. (A) reminded  (B) cautioned  (C) prompted   (D) indicated 
29. (A) sensitive to  (B) aware of      (C) defensive about  (D) alert to 
30. (A) approved  (B) likely   (C) matching   (D) similar 
 
III.  Reading Comprehension:  20% (2% each) 
    Read the following passages carefully and choose the best answers (ONE for each question) to the 

questions.  
Questions 31-34 
 

Hurricanes generally occur in the North Atlantic from May through November, with the peak of the 
hurricane season in September; only rarely will they occur from December through April in that part of the 
ocean. The main reason for the occurrence of hurricanes during this period is that the temperature on the 
water’s surface is at its warmest and the humidity of the air is at its highest. 
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Of the tropical storms that occur each year in the North Atlantic, only about five, on the average, are 
powerful enough to be called hurricanes. To be classified as a hurricane, a tropical storm must have winds 
reaching speed of at least 117 kilometers per hour, but the winds are often much stronger than that; the winds 
of intense hurricanes can easily surpass 240 kilometers per hour. 
 
31. What is the passage mainly about? 

(A) The strength of hurricanes. 
(B) The weather in the North Atlantic. 
(C) Hurricanes in one part of the world. 
(D) How often hurricanes occur each year. 

32. Which of the following is mentioned as a cause for hurricanes to happen? 
   (A) Moist and warm air. 
   (B) Heavy rain and flooding. 
   (C) The high speed of the wind. 

(D) Greenhouse gas emissions. 
33. According to the passage, what is true about the speed of the winds of a hurricane? 
   (A) The maximum speed of a hurricane is 117 kmp. 
   (B) The most severe hurricanes are more than 240 kph. 
   (C) If the wind speed is less than 240 kph it is not a hurricane. 
   (D) Storms with winds greater than 117 kph are classified as tropical storms. 
34. What is the purpose of this passage? 
   (A) To warn how dangerous hurricanes are. 
   (B) To summarize the history of hurricanes. 
   (C) To provide information about hurricanes. 
   (D) To argue why hurricane prevention is important. 
 
Questions 35-40 
 
 

People have been playing with marbles for thousands of years. The first marbles were probably either 
river stones that happened to be naturally round enough to roll, or more likely, rounded globs of clay that 
were baked for hardness. Such very old clay marbles have been found in both Greek and Roman ruins, dating 
back to 6000 B.C. 

Harder and more durable marbles tend to inspire different kinds of games than soft clay marbles, 
which crack very easily. So with the advent of hand-rounded and polished marbles made of some special 
rocks, the “golden age” of marbles and marble play flowered. 
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Stone marbles began to appear in the early 1800s in what is now the southern part of Germany. Shortly 

after, handmade glass marbles appeared in the same part of Europe. For the next 120 years, marbles and 
marble playing—there were literally hundreds of games—flourished in both Europe and America. 

Marble players developed their own vocabulary for different sizes and materials of marbles, as well as 
for the many kinds of games to be played and the way marbles were used in the games. For example, if you 
were going to play a game of Ring-Taw, one of the most popular and enduring marble games, you would 
“lag” for the first shot, and then “knuckle down” from the “baulk”, trying your best to get a “mib” or two 
with your opponent’s “immie.” 
 
35. Which of the following is the best title for this passage? 

(A) The Joy of Playing Marbles. 
   (B) The History of Marble Playing. 
   (C) Understand the Value of Marbles. 
   (D) Glossary of Marbles Terms and Games. 
36. Which of the following is true about marble playing? 

(A) It’s losing popularity. 
   (B) It’s a very expensive pastime. 
   (C) It’s a relatively recent phenomenon. 
   (D) It’s been going on since ancient times. 
37. According to the passage, what is the main drawback of clay marbles? 

(A) They were not durable enough. 
   (B) They did not appeal to the eyes. 
   (C) They were too hard to play with. 
   (D) They were inexpensive to produce. 
38. According to the passage, what is the word “advent” in the second paragraph closest in meaning to? 

(A) Identity. 
   (B) Arrival. 
   (C) Outcome. 
   (D) Justification. 
39. Which of the following is NOT mentioned as a marble term? 
   (A) Mib. 
   (B) Lagging. 
   (C) Baulk. 
   (D) Plunking. 
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40. What can be inferred from the last paragraph of this passage? 

(A) Only experts know how to play Ring-Taw. 
   (B) Marble playing is a game only for children. 
   (C) Marble playing has many variations in games. 
   (D) Marble games jargons are difficult to memorize. 
 
 
IV.  Writing Task:  20% 

Write a composition of about 200 words. The topic for the composition is as follows.  
      

 It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and 
 contrast knowledge gained from experience and knowledge gained from books. In your 
 opinion, which source is more important? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


