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Each question worth 4 points.  For each question, only one answer is correct; choose the *one correct* 

answer. 

1. Phonetics is the study of 
a. natural sounds 

b. recordings of digital sounds 

c. speech sounds 

d. vocabulary 

2. Phonology is the study of 
a. vowels in English 

b. voiced and voiceless sounds 

c. the differences between phonetic symbols 

d. patterns of speech sounds in a particular language 

3. Morphology is the study of 
a. the structure of words 

b. the base form of words 

c. the original form of words 

d. the history of words 

4. Syntax is the study of 
a. transformational structures of words & sentences 

b. how words are combined to form phrases & sentences 

c. the relationship of the words in a sentence to the words in neighbouring sentences 

d. how the meanings of words in a sentence are combined to get the meaning of the whole 

sentence 

5. Which of the following is a voiced velar stop? 
a. [b] 

b. [d] 

c. [g] 

d. [p] 

 

 

 

 

※ 一律於答案卷上作答， 

並務請標明題號。 



東吳大學 101 學年度轉學生(含進修學士班轉學生)招生考試試題 
第 2 頁，共 5 頁 

系 

級 
英文學系三年級 

考試 

時間 
 100 分鐘 

科 

目 
英語語言學概論 

本科 

總分 
 100 分 

6. Which of the following is a round vowel? 
a. [i] 

b. [y] 

c. [e] 

d. [r] 

7. What is the difference between a phone and a phoneme? 

a. A phoneme is an actual sound, a phone is how it's represented on paper. 

b. A phone is a communication device, and a phoneme is a call-back feature. 

c. They're the same thing, but phoneticians call it a ‘phone’ and phonologists call it a ‘phoneme’. 

d. A phone is an actual sound, a phoneme is an abstract representation of a speech sound that is 

regarded as distinctive by the grammar. 

8. What is the difference between a phoneme and an allophone? 

a. An allophone is one of several ways a phoneme can be pronounced. 

b. A phoneme occurs in your own language, an allophone occurs in other languages. 

c. A phoneme is an actual sound, an allophone is how it's represented on paper. 

d. All of the above. 

9. What is a minimal pair? 

a. two words that mean the same thing 

b. two words that are pronounced the same way 

c. a one-syllable word consisting of two and only two morphemes 

d. two words that are different in meaning, but almost identical in pronunciation, differing by a 

single segment 

10. What are minimal pairs primarily useful for? 

a. recognizing and distinguishing phonemes 

b. promoting the study of phonology 

c. confusing foreigners 

d. learning vocabulary 

11. Which of the following is not true of a morpheme? 

a. It always means the same thing. 

b. It is always pronounced the same way. 

c. It cannot be analyzed into smaller meaningful units. 

d. It's a painkiller especially effective for headaches resulting from linguistics exams. 
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12. The following word-formation processes are important for English.  Which is the most important for 
Chinese? 

a. clipping 

b. compounding 

c. prefixation 

d. suffixation 

13. Why do all living human languages need processes of derivational morphology? 

a. Because any living human language needs ways of coming up with new words. 

b. Because otherwise it would be impossible to make a profit in publishing dictionaries. 

c. Because no matter how many words we have, the Demon of Human Greed will never allow us 

to be satisfied. 

d. Because otherwise there would be too many word-tokens and too few lexemes, and the 

paradigms would get too complex to function. 

14. Some languages have very rich systems of inflexional morphology; others have virtually none at all; 

human languages vary widely between these two extremes.  What does this variation signify? 

a. Inflexion is a treasure that only truly civilized languages can afford. 

b. Inflexion is a luxury that certain languages greedily keep for themselves. 

c. There is no logical need for inflexional morphology — but human language is not necessarily 

logical. 

d. Inflexion is a superstitious relic from a barbaric past that civilized languages like Chinese have 

been successfully liberated from. 

15. Assume a general PS-rule for NPs: NP → (Det) AP* N PP* (S).  Which of the following strings 
would this rule fail to generate? 

a. my very good friend 

b. nature red in tooth and claw 

c. crumbs that fell from the table 

d. the basket in the cabinet under the sink 

16. Linguistic ‘creativity’ means 

a. Like Humpty Dumpty, we can make any word mean whatever we want it to mean. 

b. There's no point studying a language because it's always invented on the spot. 

c. Every day, we make up new sentences we've never used before. 

d. We can say whatever we want, any old how. 
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17. What is the Innateness Hypothesis? 

a. We don't need to learn our native language because we're born knowing it. 

b. We already know a lot about language before we start learning. 

c. Only children under the age of 10 can learn a language. 

d. The only way to learn a language is to ignore it. 

18. What is Universal Grammar? 

a. a characteristic of artificial languages like Esperanto, as opposed to natural languages like 

Chinese or English 

b. what we're going to need if we ever have to communicate with aliens from another planet 

c. what all human languages have in common 

d. the latest innovation from Microsoft 

19. How much direct influence do parents have over their children's learning language? 

a. Parents take great care in teaching & correcting their children's grammar. 

b. Parents provide their children with a language to learn, but the children learn it on their own. 

c. Parents make sure that their children always hear sentences that are carefully constructed, in 

conformity to all the rules of the grammar. 

d. Parents expect their children to learn language from TV and other media of popular culture. 

20. What does it mean to say that a grammar ‘generates’ sentences? 

a. The grammar tells us what conditions a string of words has to meet in order to qualify as a 

sentence. 

b. The grammar produces new sentences continuously, as long as it's fed properly, just as a 

generator generates electricity. 

c. Each new edition of the grammar results in more complex sentences than the previous edition. 

d. It means that linguists have to come up with fancy, opaque terminology to justify their Ph.D.s. 

21. One of the most important reasons why a human language can be said to be ‘infinite’ is that recursion 

is built into its grammar.  How is the grammar of a typical human language recursive? 

a. More words can always be added to any sentence we can come up with. 

b. It keeps revising the same sentence over and over until that sentence is perfect. 

c. Problems are dealt with so quickly that our conscious minds aren't aware of what's going on. 

d. The ‘output’ of one PS rule provides ‘input’ to another rule whose ‘output’ in turn can be used 

as ‘input’ to the first rule, back and forth, forever. 
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22. How does our ethnic background affect our learning of language? 

a. Some languages are harder than others for members of certain ethnic groups to learn.  For 

instance, Africans have a harder time learning American languages than European languages. 

b. What language you learn depends on your ethnic background; you will essentially grow up 

speaking the language your ancestors spoke. 

c. Being born human means being able to learn a language; but what language you learn depends 

entirely on where you grow up. 

d. Only by being familiar with our ancestors' language can we understand & appreciate our ethnic 

heritage. 

23. Attempts have been made to teach chimpanzees and gorillas human language.  As a result of these 

attempts, what differences have been discovered between ourselves and these other apes? 

a. Chimps and gorillas can't talk the way we do. 

b. We have to work hard to teach them every single sign or gesture. 

c. They don't seem to think human language is worth teaching to their children. 

d. All of the above. 

24. Which of the following is not a reason why sound correspondences are more important than lexical 
correspondences? 

a. Because lexical correspondences may be the result of many different causes, including 

borrowing and totally random coincidence. 

b. Because sound correspondences require more skill to recognize, and therefore justify linguists' 

fancy degrees. 

c. Because lexical correspondences are only useful for the purpose of establishing regular sound 

correspondences. 

d. Because only sound correspondences can prove that different languages are related. 

25. When might two different ‘dialects’ be called different ‘languages’? 

a. When their speakers can't understand each other. 

b. When they are used by different countries. 

c. When they use different writing systems. 

d. All of the above. 

 

 

 

 


