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壹、請用中文整理出以下一段中的重點：（25 分） 

“The Separation of Forms 

The best guide to the separation of Forms is the claim that each Form is what it is in its own right, each is an 

auto kath auto being. In asking ‘What is (the Form) F?’, Plato seeks what F is in a particular and special 

way: He seeks what F is independent from any of its material instances, and in some sense independent of 

anything else, whether another Form or the soul. What each Form is, what each Form is in its own right, it is 

in virtue of its essence, ousia. The connection between the Form and the essence being predicated of it is 

exhibited in the Republic's formula that a given on (being) is completely or perfectly (477ff), as well as the 

so-called self-predication statements. According to the predicationalist reading, the relation connecting an 

essence with that Form of which it is the essence is Being (see Code 1986, esp. 425–9). (I capitalize the ‘is’ 

used to represent the predication relation of Being, e.g., Justice Is just.) The predicate in such self-predication 

statements stands for the (real) definition of the Form, conveniently captured by Nehamas' ‘what it is to be 

F’.[9] Each Form, then Is its essence. 

 

The special relationship between a Form and its essence is captured in two principles 

I. Each essence is the essence of exactly one Form.  

II. Each Form has (or is) exactly one essence;[10]  

 

II captures the ontological force of the expression that each Form is monoeides: of one essence. In light of 

these principles, and in keeping with the account of the ontological relation of Being, it follows that each 

Form self-predicates, in so far as each Form Is its essence. Self-predication statements are thus required of 

Forms, since every Form must Be its respective essence. Self-predication, then, is a constitutional principle 

of the very theory of Forms. A Form, then, is what it is in its own right in that it Is its essence, and since the 

only thing it Is is its essence, each Form is monoeides, ‘of one essence’. In virtue of Being its essence, each 

Form Is something regardless of whether any particular does or even may participate in it. Thus each Form is 

separate from every particular instance of it. Moreover, since its essence is predicated of the Form 

independently from our knowledge of the Form or from its relation to another Form, a Form is not dependent 

on anything else. On this definitional interpretation of separation, an item is separate just in case the 

definition (essence) is predicable of it and not of what it is alleged to be separate from. So, a Form is separate 

from particulars that partake of it, or any particular, if the essence is predicable of the Form and not 

predicable of the particular/s. Whether or not a Form is existentially separate, i.e., whether it exists separate 

from everything else, turns on whether one thinks that being an essence qualifies the Form as existing. To the 

extent that Plato recognizes the notion of existence, since being an essence seems, by Plato's lights, to be the 

superlative way to be, it is likely that Forms are both definitionally and existentially separate.” 

(Allan Silverman, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, “Plato's Middle Period Metaphysics and 

Epistemology”, 2008)                                                    
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貳、請說明以下的哲學概念與術語：（25 分） 

(1) Chinese Philosophy - (2) idea - (3) morality (Kantian morality) - (4) Neo-Confucianism -  

(5) deduction  

參、底下文字所述涉及什麼理論？你對這樣的理論有何意見或批評？      

（20 分） 
What is considered morally right and wrong varies from society to society, so that there are no moral 

principles accepted by all societies. All moral principles derive their validity from cultural 

acceptance. Therefore, there are no universally valid moral principles, objective standards that apply 

to all people everywhere and at all times.  

肆、請將下列英文段落翻譯成中文。（30 分） 

(1) Few things have seemed more metaphysically puzzling than space and time. Each of these two 

terms seems to refer to something, yet it is impossible to find, in any ordinary way, what it is they 

refer to. If, as seems true, every real being must exist in space, or in time, or perhaps in both 

together, then what shall we say of space and time themselves? That they are not real beings? But 

how could we say that without implying the unreality of everything that exists within them? 

 

(2) Plato’s theory of Forms is a realistic ontology of universals. In his elenchus, Socrates sought what 

is common to, e.g., all chairs. Plato believed there must be an essence – or Form – common to 

everything falling under one concept, which makes anything what it is. A chair is a chair because 

it “participates in” the Form of Chair. The Forms are ideal “patterns,” unchanging, timeless, and 

perfect. They exist in a world of their own. … 

 

 

 

 

 

 


