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Part 1. Write the letter of the best preposition for each blank. (1 pt each, 10 points) 

1. The radio fell ____the shelf and smashed on the floor. 

  (a) off  (b) on  (c) at  (d) down 

2. Her appeal ____ mercy has been turned down. Her punishment will be announced tomorrow. 

  (a) of  (b) about  (c) on  (d) for 

3. His services have been dispensed ____. No one needs them any longer 

  (a) of  (b) with  (c) for  (d) No preposition is needed 

4. Why do you boast ____ your job? It’s not that great. 

  (a) in  (b) about  (c) of  (d) for 

5. In the dark, he bumped ____ the wall and bruised his shoulder. 

  (a) at  (b) on  (c) upon  (d) against 

6. The writer accused the government ____ resorting to needless violence. 

  (a) of  (b) for  (c) with  (d) on 

7. I have not seen him ____ a year. 

  (a) since  (b) for  (c) about  (d) till 

8. In children’s stories, virtue always triumphs ____ vice. 

  (a) on  (b) over  (c) upon  (d) at 

9. She instilled her ideas ____ my mind, so now I believe them firmly. 

  (a) into  (b) in  (c) up to  (d) over 

10. It is natural ____ human beings to make mistakes. 

  (a) for  (b) of  (c) that  (d) to 

 

 

Part 2. Write the letter of the underlined section that contains an error or write “E” if you believe there 

is no error. Errors may be with punctuation, word choice, word forms, and other grammatical issues. 

(2 pts each, 20 points) 

11. Television viewers claim that(A) the number of scenes depicting(B) alcohol consumption have(C) increased 

dramatically over(D) the last decade. No error(E). 

12. The three richest men in America have(A) assets worth more than(B) the combined assets(C) of the sixty 

poorest countries of(D) the world. No error(E). 
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13. Fifty percent of the people alive today have(A) never made a phone call, but(B) thirty percent still(C) have no 

electricity connections to their(D) homes. No error(E). 

14. The rhododendron, which(A) ornaments so many(B) English gardens, is(C) not native to(D) Europe. No error(E).

15. A census(A) of the island revealing(B) a population of only(C) 10,000 people(D). No error(E). 

16. Shoes of those(A) kind are(B) bad for the feet;(C) low heels are(D) better. No error(E). 

17. We have no choice but(A) to appoint Mary.(B) She is the best(C) of the two candidates, and there are(D) no 

possibility of finding more applicants. No error(E). 

18. If you were(A) to work at least four hours a day on the project, we would(B) complete it in a shorter(C) time, 

and with less(D) problems. No error(E). 

19. The new library is undoubtedly(A) well stocked and functional, but(B) no one can say that it’s(C) atmosphere is 

anything like the old one(D). No error(E). 

20. All the trapped miners began(A) to lose(B) hope, it(C) had been twenty four hours since(D) the tunnel collapsed. 

No error(E). 

 

 

 

Part 3. (Questions 21-25) Provide a synonym or definition for 5 of the following words; then use 

each of the 5 words in a good sentence. Cross out the words you don’t use. (4 pts each, 20 points)

a. anecdote b. scuttle c. didactic d. pristine e. falter 

f. paradox g. antagonistic h. indigenous i. profane j. diligent 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 
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Part 4. Refer to the following poem by Billy Collins to answer questions 26-28. (10 pts each, 30 

points) 

26. Identify the speaker, setting, and context of the poem. In general what is it about? 

27. Identify and comment on the imagery of the poem. 

28. React to the poem. What do you think about the poem? How do you relate to it?  

 

 

“On Turning Ten” Billy Collins 

 

The whole idea of  it makes me feel  

like I'm coming down with something,  

something worse than any stomach ache  

or the headaches I get from reading in bad light___  

a kind of  measles of  the spirit,  

a mumps of  the psyche,  

a disfiguring chicken pox of  the soul.  

 

You tell me it is too early to be looking back,  

but that is because you have forgotten  

the perfect simplicity of  being one  

and the beautiful complexity introduced by two.  

But I can lie on my bed and remember every digit.  

At four I was an Arabian wizard.  

I could make myself  invisible  

by drinking a glass of  milk a certain way.  

At seven I was a soldier, at nine a prince. 

But now I am mostly at the window  

watching the late afternoon light.  

Back then it never fell so solemnly  

against the side of  my tree house,  

and my bicycle never leaned against the garage  

as it does today,  

all the dark blue speed drained out of  it.  

 

This is the beginning of  sadness, I say to myself,  

as I walk through the universe in my sneakers.  

It is time to say good-bye to my imaginary friends,  

time to turn the first big number.  

 

It seems only yesterday I used to believe  

there was nothing under my skin but light.  

If  you cut me I could shine.  

But now when I fall upon the sidewalks of  life,  

I skin my knees. I bleed. 

 

 

Part 5. (Question 29) Write a short essay explaining the value of gaining a master’s degree in English. (20 

points) 

29.   

 

 

 


