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I. Writing Ability ( 50% ) 

 

  One of the four underlined parts ( marked A, B, C, and D ) in each sentence is unacceptable in standard  

  written English. On your answer sheet, write down the letter ( A, B, C, or D ) of the unacceptable part and  

  its correction. 

 

  Example: The men was standing under a tree when it began to rain. 

                   A          B         C           D 

  Answer: A; were 

 

  1. Take advantage of the silence that had descended upon my grandfather, I turned my gaze from him to 

      A            B              C 

    the vast area defined by his words. 

                 D 

  2. According to a marketing survey conducting in the United States, 90 percent of Generation Y reported 

                                  A 

    making brand decisions based on social and environmental causes. 

      B                  C   D 

  3. Like a growing number of universities in the U.S., Harvard dining halls serve locally grown organic 

     A                                                                     B 

    product, compost all food waste, and fuel their recycling truck with waste kitchen oil. 

       C                                                D 

  4. We suggest that guests consider to take out insurance to cover cancellation charges, for personal  

                                A    B 

    accident, and to cover loss or damage to personal possessions. 

                C      D 

  5. Unless the dolphin shows generate millions of dollars each year, marine parks continue to find new  

      A                                                                     B 

    ways to increase their revenues through what they claim are “ education” and “ healing” programs. 

         C                           D 

  6. If you’re shy, meeting online can be a much frightening experience than meeting in person for the first 

                  A                 B      C                        D 

    time. 

  7. In cyber space, because of the lack physical cues and feedback, it is much easier to misunderstand,  

                        A    B                              C 
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     upset, and insult the receiver, and likewise, become bothered by the message. 

                                                  D 

   8. A polychromic person may have trouble to meet all the deadlines at an American university, since most 

                                        A                                       B 

     American professors expect students to follow the schedules strictly. 

                                      C                 D 

   9. Many North Americans have two or three different careers in their lifetime, sometimes due to 

                                                                               A 

     economic pressures, such as be laid off, but sometimes related to an emerging perspective that a career 

                             B                     C 

     should express one’s unique personality and interests rather than just produce a salary. 

                                                               D 

   10. The professor came into the room very casually dress, with a cup of coffee in his hand, saying  

                                        A     B    C                         D 

      “ Hello, everyone.” 

   11. He was in a wheelchair, but he seemed to have no problems to get around. He showed me around the 

             A                        B                C 

      place and told me what I needed to do.  

                      D 

    12. Give what she has done with her life so far, it should be easy for her to take on another challenge. 

        A    B       C                                              D 

    13. They are busy to make materials for the Leakey Collection’s Zulugrass jewelry, making body lotion 

                     A            B                                      C 

       from the local trees, and designing a special kind of house for honeybees that the bush animals can 

       not break into. 

                D 

    14. Lack of education, skills, and experience, however, means many cannot achieve their dreams and  

         A                                        B 

       end up live in poverty. 

              C  D 

    15. Durian has so a distinctive odor that it has been banned on public transportation in some countries,  

                 A                      B      C               D 

       but many people love to eat. 

    16. Dozens of people in Japan die each year from eating this blowfish, which has an organ containing 

                                         A                    B                 C 
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       poison so deadly that only specially licensed cheves are allowed to prepare it. 

                                              D 

    17. Devastated by the tragedy that strike Indonesia’s northern province of Aceh on December 26, most 

           A                     B 

       parents from there simply identify the word “ tsunami” with horror. 

                               C                     D 

    18. Except for the sound of traffic just beyond the thick forest, one might think the Mackenzie Heights 

              A 

       Collective is a country retreat. Viewed from the street, the house is almost invisible, hide by huge  

                           B      C                                        D 

       trees.                      

    19. In the U.S., more than a third of the CO2 released into the atmosphere are the product of electricity 

                                           A                    B 

       from residences and workplaces. The average North American household produces about 68  

       kilograms of CO2 a day, nearly five times the global average and twice that of Europe. 

                             C                                   D 

    20. This squad of dummy policemen has real video cameras fit to their heads to scare people into  

                                                     A B 

       obeying the law—and to make them realize that the city’s closed-circuit television cameras aren’t 

          C                            D 

       just empty boxes. 

     21. When I was struggling with my chemistry class last semester, a professor suggested that I joined 

                A           B                                                    C 

         a study group or get a tutor to supplement what we were studying in class. 

                                            D 

     22. My first experience of being questioned as to why I did not know any Chinese was when I went to 

                         A                B                             C 

        get my bike to fix. 

                    D 

     23. Over the past three years, the administration at Art Center College of Design in Pasadena,  

                                            A 

        California, created a curriculum around the concept of “ sustainability”, which is reflected in  

                    B       C                                      D 

        everything the students design and develop.  

     24. Students are encouraged to design products which individual parts can be well-maintained and 

                                              A 
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         cared for in terms of product use, and if parts break down, can be repaired or replaced without 

                        B                        C                       D 

         having to trash the whole thing. 

      25. The next time you feel annoyed when someone keeps you to wait, remember that people of  

                              A                          B              C       D 

         different cultures, families, and personality type may have different ideas of time. 

 

 

 

II. Paragraph Writing ( 50% ) 

 

   Write a paragraph of about 200 words on the following topic. 

 

    What is the most important thing you have learned from elderly people? Give examples and details to  

    support your answer. 
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