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I. Select the best answer to the sentence grammatically complete and meaningful. 20% 
1. _____ today’s global financial melt-down is the direct consequence of the West’s worship of false 

gods is a proposition that cannot be discussed. 
(A) When  (B) What  (C) That  (D) No matter 

2. _______ today, Obama is reshaping Washington from top to bottom, in ways both trivial and 
profound. 
(A) Beginning  (B) To begin  (C) Begun  (D) Having begun 

3. Emergency crews tried to get aid to flood survivors _______ from their homes, as mud slides and 
overflowing rivers killed at least 97 people. 
(A) to drive  (B) drove  (C) driving  (D) driven  

4. Under tough rules _______ under President Bush, Cuban-Americans can now visit their relatives 
once every three years. 
(A) which impose  (B) imposing  (C) to impose  (D) imposed 

5. The President’s talk aimed at ________ ties with left-leaning countries of Latin America. 
(A) revitalize  (B) revitalizing  (C) being revitalized  (D) to revitalize 

6. ______ is very sad to see people looting food so they don’t die of hunger. 
(A) That  (B) What  (C) It  (D) Whether 

7. The new first lady’s fashion tastes are setting trends in ways _______ homely Laura Bush could 
never have dreamed. 
(A) that  (B) of which  (C) by which  (D) in what 

8. The old woman initially was not ________ a suspect in the case of murder. 
(A) recognized to be  (B) considered as  (C) considered   (D) regarded   

    9.  US president-elect Barack Obama’s speech to the US climate summit shows that there is a _______ 
of profound political change in the US. 

        (A) introspection  (B) retrospection  (C) inspect (D) prospect 
    10. Afghan women are feeling increasingly ________ as their security situation worsens. 
        (A) catastrophic  (B) condescending  (C) incomprehensible  (D) vulnerable 
    11. The boy ________ spanked five times the night before the shootings. 
        (A) has  (B) has been  (C) had  (D) had been 
    12. Some believe that only by ______ the demand of technology _________. 
        (A) adapt to … could economic growth be assured  (B) adapting to … could economic growth be 

assured  (C) adapting … could assure economic growth  (D) adapt …economic growth could be 
assured. 
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    13. An electronic device cannot replace the _______ sensation of turning the pages. 
       (A) abdominal  (B) tactile  (C) cardiac  (D) horrific   
    14. _________ investment in science and inappropriate government policies lead to food crisis. 
       (A) Sustainable  (B) Deficit  (C) Insufficient  (D) Tolerant 
     15. The fad for sushi and sashimi risks ________ the bluefin tuna. 
        (A) to multiply  (B) to extinct  (C) wiping out  (D) sustaining 
     16. Erasing a user’s online footprints would ________ to collect the data about visitors. 
        (A) make Google harder  (B) make it harder for Google  (C) make Google easier  (D) make it 

easier for Google 
     17. The heightened risk ___________ among local banks has caused sever distress among many small 

enterprises. 
        (A) aversion  (B) incitement  (C) repulsion  (D) seduction 
     18. Swept up in the pain ___________ scrambling for a living in retirement. 
        (A) many people are (B) are many people  (C) that many people are  (D) many people who are 
     19. The world picture which the Middle Ages inherited was _______ of an ordered universe. 
        (A) what  (B) that  (C) one  (D) each 
     20. _______ Shakespeare puts the opposition to order and his desire for it in terms of chaos, Spenser 

does so in terms of mutability. 
        (A) As  (B) Despite  (C) Regardless  (D) While 
 
II.   Verbal Ability: Select the word or phrase that is closest in meaning to the underlined word or 

phrase.  10% 
     1. Ethnic difference is a complex weave of practices and beliefs pertaining to a certain texture of life. 
       (A) connected with  (B) against the background of  (C) different from  (D) aloof from 
     2. A glance at advertisements in any newspaper will show the ubiquity of physical ideals. 
       (A) sensuality  (B) desirability  (C) omnipresence  (D) manifestation 
     3. In 1634, Milton apparently accepted a paid commission from John Egeton. 
       (A) inevitably  (B) wholeheartedly  (C) conspicuously  (D) disgracefully   
     4. The global slump in manufacturing is spreading across Asia. 
       (A) surge  (B) plunge  (C) turnover  (D) disappearance 
     5. Race had been essential in the elaboration of nineteenth-century political discourses. 
       (A) revelation (B) discussion in detail  (C) formation (D) inspiration 
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6. The latest movie review took swipes at the acting of the leading actress.   
       (A) celebrated  (B) probed into  (C) criticized  (D) ignored 
     7. A blogger known for provocative Web postings was stabbed in a restroom. 
       (A) interesting  (B) offensive  (C) grotesque  (D) incredulous 
     8. According to Borges, a writer should eschew autobiography because it is part of realism. 
       (A) refer to  (B) avoid  (C) fabricate  (D) mingle 
     9. Codes of behavior and styles, like language, are only tenuously related to reality. 
       (A) tightly  (B) passively   (C) vaguely  (D) ridiculously 
     10. After novelists dispel the aura of certainty that surrounds history, they can use it. 

(A) conviction  (B) foundation  (C) simulation  (D) atmosphere 
 
III. Composition: Please write a two-paragraph essay of 250-300 words commenting on the 

following passage quoted from Nabokov’s Lectures on Literature.  In the first paragraph, 
paraphrase (that is, summarize or restate the passages in your own words) the quoted passage 
and in the second paragraph, write your commentary on it, indicating the main idea of the 
passage and the reasons why you agree with the author’s view about what literature is or why 
not.  20% 

 
                Literature was born not the day when a boy crying wolf, wolf came running out of the 

Neanderthal valley with a big gray wolf at his heels: literature was born on the day when a boy 
came crying wolf, wolf and there was no wolf behind him.  [. . .]  

Literature is invention.  Fiction is fiction.  To call a story a true story is an insult to 
both art and truth.  Every great writer is a great deceiver, but so is that arch-cheat Nature.  
Nature always deceives.  From the simple deception of propagation to the prodigiously 
sophisticated illusion of protective colors in butterflies or birds, there is in Nature a marvelous 
system of spells and wiles.  The writer of fiction only follows Nature’s lead.   

                Going back for a moment to our wolf-crying woodland little wooly fellow, we may put it 
this way: the magic of art was in the shadow of the wolf that he deliberately invented, his 
dream of the wolf; then the story of his tricks made a good story.  When he perished at last, 
the story told about him acquired a good lesson in the dark around the camp fire.  But he was 
the little magician.  He was the inventor.  

 


