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I. Answer any THREE of the following questions in logically developed essays with specific 

textual details (20% each) 
 

1. The French Revolution has enormous impact on the aesthetics of English Romanticism, which 
germinates by and large as a response to the political upheavals sweeping the continent. Discuss the 
close bonds between aesthetics and politics developed by the English Romantics with reference to 
specific literary texts. 

2. Thomas Carlyle has urged his contemporaries to “close thy Byron, open thy Goethe,” despite the 
fact that Goethe is a great admirer of Byron. Discuss the Victorian frame of mind Carlyle’s advice 
succinctly illustrates. 

3. Christian humanism (or Protestant humanism as Alan Sinfield puts it) is the spiritual and 
intellectual underpinning of the English Renaissance and a fecund source for literary production. 
What is Christian humanism? How does Christianity come into conjunction with humanism in the 
English Renaissance?  

4. Discuss the theme of personal alienation in the metropolis that most English modernists deal with. 
 
II.  Answer any TWO of the following questions in logically developed essays with specific textual 

details (20% each) 
 

1. In Richard Ruland and Malcolm Bradbury’s seminal book From Puritanism to Postmodernism, 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, and Herman Melville come under the rubrics of “the gothic 
tradition,” and distinguish themselves from the exponents of transcendentalism such as Ralph 
Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. Do you agree with Ruland and Bradbury about this 
classification? Why? 

2. Briefly explain the emergence of American realism and naturalism, and discuss the different issues 
they seek to address. 

3. Discuss why anti-capitalism comes to be the general mindset of American modernists, and how the 
strident aversion to market economy is reflected/inflected in their avant-garde texts.  

 
 
 


