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Multiple Choices:  In the following multiple-choice section, choose the most appropriate answer for 
each of the following statements. (4 % each) 
 
1. Which of the following terms is not associated with Beowulf: 

(A) Wergild (B) rood  (C) wyrd  (D) Heorot. 
 

2. The Green Knight made his appearance at King Arthur’s Court on which of the following 
holidays/holydays: 

(A)Twelfth Night (B) All Saints’ Day 
(C) Christmas Eve (D) New Year’s Day. 

 
3. According to the General Prologue of the Canterbury Tales, what time of year do the pilgrims set off for 

Canterbury Cathedral: 
(A) Fall (B) Winter (C) Spring (D) Summer. 

 
4. In the General Prologue of the Canterbury Tales, which of the pilgrims is the Knight’s military servant: 

(A) the Yeoman (B) the Pardoner 
(C) the Summoner (D) the Franklin. 

 
5. In “A Letter to the Reader”, Spenser indicates his intentions in writing the Fairie Queene;  which of the 

following was not one of his intentions: 
(A) to educate the reader about virtue 
(B) to delight the reader in writing a historical fiction 
(C) to depict the power and pleasure that comes from forbidden knowledge 
(D) to please his patroness Elizabeth I. 

    
6. Which of the following characteristics does not apply to a Shakespearian sonnet:  

(A) the meter is iambic pentameter 
(B) the stanzaic pattern features an octave and a sestet 
(C) the rhyme scheme is: abab, cdcd, efef, gg 
(D) they mostly praise a beautiful young man. 

 
 
7. In Shakespeare’s King Lear, Cordelia’s fate is which of the following: 

(A) She is hanged on the orders of Edmund. 
(B) She is poisoned by her sister Goneril. 
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(C) She observes the state of affairs of Britain with her father. 
(D)  Her eyes are plucked out. 

 
8. Donne’s attitude toward love as expressed in his poems can be labeled by all of the following modifiers 

save for: 
(A) Cynical (B) witty (C) lustful (D) platonic. 
 

9. Satan’s first reaction upon seeing Adam and Eve in paradise in Book 4 of Milton’s Paradise Lost is 
characterized by all but which one of the following: 

(A) He is sick at heart with envy at their bliss and happiness. 
(B) He recognizes their divine nature. 
(C) He feels he could love them. 
(D) He knows their happiness is well secured. 

 
10. John Dryden’s poem “Annus Mirabilis”, is about 1666 as the “year of wonders”; the year was marked by 

all but which of the following: 
(A) war  (B) plague (C) the Spanish Armada (D) the Great Fire of London. 

 
11. In his “Preface to Fables Ancient and Modern”, Dryden refers to which poet as “the father of English 

poetry”: 
(A) Spenser (B) Shakespeare (C) Milton (D) Chaucer 

 
12. In Swift’s satirical piece, “A Modest Proposal”, all but which group stand to benefit from  the proposal:

(A) poor Irish tenants  (B) young infants (C) tavern owners  (D) mothers 
 
13. Which of the following is not an eighteenth-century play: 

(A) Milton’s Samson Agonistes (B)  Congreve’s The Way of the World 
(C)  Gay’s The Beggars’ Opera (D) Goldsmith’s She Stoops to Conquer. 
 

14. Chaucer’s “The Nun’s Priest’s Tale” has all of the features except for which one of the following: 
(A) animal fable (B) frame narrative (C) sermon (D) dream allegory. 
 

15. Beowulf’s most daunting opponent is which of the following: 
(A) the dragon (B) Grendel (C) Grendel’s Mother  (D) Unferth. 
 

16. Which of the following is not true about Steele and Addison as collaborators of the popular 
early-eighteenth century periodicals, the Tatler and the Spectator: 
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(A) They were conscious moralists.  
(B) They sought to improve the minds and manners of their readers. 
(C) They both wrote plays. 
(D) Their essays dealt primarily with religious issues. 
 

17. Alexander Pope’s Essay on Criticism deals with all of the following except for: 
(A) Wit (B) genius (C) the authority of ancient writers (D) the sonnet 
 

18. Jonathan Swift depicts an idealized society populated by Houyhnhnms in Book 4  of Gulliver’s Travels.  
Which of the following is not true of their society:   

(A) They govern by unanimous agreement. 
(B) They are naturally disposed to reason. 
(C) They die only of old age. 
(D) They tolerate diversity of opinion. 
 

19. In his poem “To Penshurst”  Ben Jonson praises the home and estate of Robert Sydney;  he praises it 
for all of the following reasons except for: 

(A) its pretentiousness 
(B) the nobility and chastity of the lady of the house 
(C) its woodlands rich in game 
(D) a liberal hospitality offered to poets as well as kings 
 

20. In Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus, Mephastophilis describes hell:  which of the following is not 
a characteristic of his description of hell: 

(A) Hell is filled with devils who abjure the Scriptures. 
(B) The easiest way to get to hell is to deny the divinity of God the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Ghost 
(C) Hell is the Elysium of Classical philosophers. 
(D) The greatest torment of hell is being deprived of everlasting bliss. 

 
21. Which of the following is not true with respect to Edgar in Shakespeare’s King Lear: 

(A) Edgar is betrayed by his brother. 
(B) Edgar marries one of King Lear’s daughters. 
(C)  Edgar acts like a madman to save himself. 
(D) Edgar helps his father overcome suicidal despair. 

 
22. In Andrew Marvell’s poem “The Garden”  which of the following statements does not hold true: 
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(A) The garden is characterized by delicious solitude. 
(B) The garden is an ideal place for contemplation. 
(C) The poet desires to walk in his garden paradise with a mate. 
(D) Trees are more beautiful than the mistresses of fond lovers. 

 
23. In “Lycidas”  Milton grieves for a drowned fellow poet.  Which of the following does not appear in 

the poem: 
(A) St. Peter (B)  the archangel Michael (C)  the River Cam 
(D)   St. Thomas. 
 

24. Thomas More wrote Utopia in the early sixteenth century for all of the following reasons except which 
one:  

(A)  He wanted to show the importance of Plato’s Republic. 
(B)  He wanted to engage Martin Luther in the struggle against Protestantism. 
(C)  He wanted to dramatize the effects of poverty in the English countryside. 
(D)  He wanted to criticize rulers for devoting themselves to the art of war. 

 
25. In Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  Sir Gawain is punished for which of the following reasons: 

(A)  He committed a sin against chastity. 
(B)  He loved his life too much. 
(C)  He chopped off the Green Knight’s head.  
(D)  He failed to arrive at the Green Chapel on time.  

 
 

 


