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I. (20%) Grammar: There are 20 multiple choice questions. Please choose the best answer and write the letter 

on the answer sheet. 

1. Bob _________ the flu. 

a. is have 

b. have 

c. might have 

2. May _________ on the telephone for hours. 

a. talking 

b. talk 

c. talks 

3. _________ a car is a responsibility. 

a. Driven 

b. Drive 

c. To drive 

4. Roger, ________ apartment we went to last week, is sick. 

a. which 

b. whose 

c. who 

5. When _________ he do his homework? 

a. do 

b. don’t 

c. does 

6. You _________ get a proper contract. 

a. have better 

b. wanting 

c. need to                                        
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7. Will you ________ me with my application? 

a. speak 

b. help 

c. show 

8. Which MRT station is the ________? 

a. convenientest 

b. convenient 

c. most convenient 

9. Los Angeles, ________ is in the state of California, is not the capital. 

a. which 

b. who 

c. where 

10. No one _______ any matches. 

a. has 

b. have 

c. having 

11. ________ you watched the sports today? 

a. Has 

b. Have  

c. Hadn’t 

12. No, she ________. 

a. was 

b. wasn’t 

c. weren’t 

13. My parents _________ me to go back to school. 

a. ask 

b. persuaded 

c. pursued 

 



東 吳 大 學 9 9 學 年 度 甄 選 入 學 招 生 考 試 試 題  

第 3 頁/共 9 頁  

學系 英文學系 考試時間 70 分鐘 

科目 文法閱讀寫作  本科總分 100 分 

14. We have been living in this house ________ eight years. 

a. for 

b. during 

c. last 

15. How ________ does that cost? 

a. more 

b. much 

c. many 

16. The thesis _________ by the committee. 

a. approves 

b. approval 

c. was approved 

17. ________ be the new spokesperson? 

a. Where will  

b. What will 

c. Who will 

18. It _________ cost so much to get a passport. 

a. better 

b. shouldn’t 

c. have better 

19. The coach expects you _______ on time. 

a. arrival 

b. arriving 

c. to arrive 

20. ________ is studying to be a engineer? 

a. Who 

b. Where 

c. What 
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II. (15 %) You have 2 short passages to read.  After each passage there are 5 multiple choice questions 

please choose the best answer and write the letter on your answer sheet. 

 

The hard-boiled crime story has been a common type of literature throughout the past seventy years. It 

deals with disorder, disaffection, and dissatisfaction within society. The hard-boiled character has a negative 

view towards government, power, and the law. He (or she) is a loner and a social misfit. If he is on the side of 

good he is quite often quite cynical. He believes that society is corrupt, but he believes in justice and will work 

towards seeing that justice is done. This type of story emphasizes the character and the problems within 

human behavior. Hard-boiled crime stories reflect the time in which they were written. They depict the urban, 

suburban and rural areas in which the individual is living and will give you insight into the political, social, 

and moral climate of that society. These types of stories have become a popular type of fiction and especially 

with the younger audience. 

 

1. What is the significance of the name “hard-boiled”? 

a. Symbolized by an egg that is boiled which is tough 

b. Symbolized by a heart that is angry 

c. Symbolized by a criminal who is strong 

d. Symbolized by a murderer who is tough 

2. To be quite cynical means to ___________________. 

a. be unwilling to believe something 

b. believe that someone only does something for themselves 

c. a & b 

d. neither a or b 

3. What are the main influences on hard boiled crime stories? 

a. Criminals and Society 

b. Crime and Politics 

c. Society and Citizens 

d. Society and Corruption 

4. What does disaffection mean? 

a. To have love for society 

b. To have no love for society 

c. To be at unrest with society 

d. None of the above 
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5. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

a. What is crime literature 

b. Literature about society 

c. Examples of hard-boiled crime stories 

d. Characteristics of hard-boiled crimes stories 

Have you ever wanted to do something tremendous and earth shattering? You might think that you need 

to discover a cure for cancer, construct a humongous monument, or be the first to fly around the world in a hot 

air balloon for your activity to count as being remarkable. Actually there are many very simple acts of 

kindness that can completely save a person’s heart or life. My sister was recently touring Germany when she 

received some very devastating news. It was probably the worst news of her life. She was completely alone, in 

a strange land with no friends or family. A stranger, a big-sister-type figure, took her in and offered her both an 

ear and a cup of Earl Grey tea. That simple act gave my sister some of the courage that needed to tackle her 

troubles. So the next time you want to do something great, simply take time to be kind to your fellow man or 

woman.   

6. In this article what does “took her in” mean? 

a. To adopt her 

b. To give her some money 

c. To spend time with her 

d. To travel with her 

7. What is the main idea of this paragraph? 

a. Doing something great does not always have to be something spectacular 

b. Doing something great does not have to be small 

c. Doing something great is news worthy. 

d. None of the above 

8. What does remarkable mean in this paragraph? 

a. Remarkable can be both a famous act and a simple act of friendship 

b. Remarkable always helps the poor 

c. Remarkable can be both a traditional act and a untraditional act 

d. Remarkable always refers to people 
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9. What is the significance of Earl Grey tea? 

a. It is a great tea to help people 

b. It is the most famous tea 

c. It is something to offer someone to drink while talking 

d. It is something to offer them to help them calm down 

10. What does big-sister-type mean? 

a. Somebody older who can listen and give you advise 

b. Somebody who is your sister 

c. Somebody older who will teach you 

d. Somebody older who will lead you 

III. (15%) Please read the long article and then answer the 10 questions at the end of the article.  Choose the 

best answer and write the letter on the answer sheet. 

Excerpts from a Newspaper article 

The dream: Quitting your common job in a busy city to run an enchanting hotel in the tropics, where the 

daily routine includes ocean swims and cocktails at sunset. The nightmare: The pool is under construction, and 

the guests are hot and desperate to swim; the hotel’s snorkel equipment leaks and must be replaced; and a 

hurricane is developing offshore.   

“This is not a job, it’s a lifestyle” says a man of 40 who walked away from his job as a freelance 

photographer in the New England area to manage a hotel in the Puerto Rico Islands. When I was a guest here, 

I thought, “How can I extend this feeling or make it part of my life?” 

Many people share this fantasy: the never-ending vacation that comes with a paycheck. They consider the 

idea of trading in long commutes, 7.5 hours at a desk, insensitive bosses, and the monotony for a life of simple 

pleasures and unusual challenges. They imagine escaping, yet not fully quitting.  

Yet what is the reality of running this enchantingly beautiful hotel?  After a weekend spent with this 

man I learned that the truth lies somewhere between a dream and a nightmare. This man had committed 

himself to a two year contract to manage this hotel. You usually need experience and a jack-of-all-trades to be 

a manager of a hotel. He is the host, but he also cleans the rooms where there’s a no-show. He does the 

accounting, the marketing, the managing and the operations. He does everything. Even thought the man had 

no prior experience with managing a hotel he was able to persuade the owner that he had the drive and the 

willingness to succeed. 
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When I met this man at the airport he was wearing shorts and a shirt which was crumpled and worn after 

a day of labor. It was October and a slow month for tourists and so this was the time when attention is giving 

to repairs and renovations that had built up during the high season which runs from April to December. The 

biggest chore for this offseason was resurfacing the pool. In this 13 room hotel only two other guests were 

staying here and they were newlyweds who wanted to swim. 

One positive thing about this hotel is that it did not have a on-site bar or restaurant. Guests either eat out 

or cook and cocktail in their rooms which come with a kitchen and breakfast fixings. There is no fitness center 

only the pool and on-call masseuses. The front office sells island necessities, such as bug spray and water 

among other basic products. Most of the management duties are behind closed doors. 

The main responsibility of the manager is to keep the hotel’s reputation and keep the customers happy. 

What would keep this weekend’s customers happy is fixing the pool. This job was running behind schedule 

with the pool workers coming in two hours late taking their time in getting to the task at hand. One of the 

things that he had to get used to is time to the Caribbean worker is very slow. When they say they will be 

someplace by a certain time expect them to be late by a hour to two hours. And work goes at a very leisure 

pace. 

The rest of the day mainly consisted of “doing the rounds” and “checking up on people.” Did all of the 

rooms receive a loaf of fresh bread? Were the kitchens restocked with coffee, ketchup, eggs? Did a boy mow 

the lawn? Were the bananas ripe for picking?   

You plan to do all things but you never know what’s going to happen.  So you really cannot plan more 

than half a day.  The first year you make mistakes and the second year you learn from those mistakes if you 

stay for a third year you are doing things perfectly.  This man has continued managing beyond three years 

here at this enchanted hotel. 

1. What is the main topic of the article? 

a. Managing a tourist agency 

b. A man’s experience as a tourist and then becoming a hotel manager 

c. A man’s experience in changing jobs 

d. How to manage 
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2. What does “No Show” mean in this article? 

a. Somebody does not come to an activity  

b. Somebody is not doing a show 

c. Somebody is a performer 

d. Somebody is a manager 

3. At the beginning how does the man feel about working in this enchanted hotel? 

a. It is a great opportunity 

b. It is the best of two worlds 

c. It is an exciting situation 

d. All of the above 

4. What does the man mean by working at a very leisurely pace? 

a. Work is watching a demonstration 

b. Work is a vacation 

c. Work is done at a relaxing pace 

d. Work is slow and difficult 

5. What does jack-of-all-trades mean? 

a. You are able to do one trade 

b. You are able to do two trades 

c. You are a Jack rabbit 

d. You are able to do many jobs 

6. What was the man’s number one responsibility this weekend? 

a. To clean the guest rooms 

b. To provide food for the guests 

c. To get the pool fixed 

d. To manage the guest money 

7. What were some of the tasks that the manager was responsible for? 

a. To mow the lawn 

b. To make sure bread was in the room 

c. Provide bananas for the guests 

d. All of the above 
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8. According to the article, what can one assume? 

a. The man likes the job 

b. The man will go back to his old job 

c. The man is well off 

d. The man is poor 

9. What does “Most of the management duties are behind closed doors.” mean? 

a. He does his job with the doors closed 

b. He does all his job in the office 

c. His duties are mainly in the office 

d. His duties always involve guests 

 

10. What was one positive thing about managing this hotel? 

a. There is no bands 

b. There is no shows 

c. There is no bar 

d. There is no parking 

 

Ⅳ  Writing: 50% 

In about 250 words, describe the college life you would like to have if you are admitted 

to English Department of Soochow University (東吳大學). 
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