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Directions: There are two parts in this test — Part 1: Sentence Completion and Reading, and Part 2: 

Writing. Specific instructions are provided at the beginning of each part. Altogether, there are 40 
multiple-choice questions and one writing task in this test. The total score is 100, with 2 scores for each 
multiple-choice question, and 20 scores for the writing task.   

Part 1: In each of the 40 multiple-choice questions, there are four choices marked A), B), C), and D). 
Choose the best answer to complete each of the sentences. You can mark your choice on the test paper, 
but you must mark your answer on the provided Answer Sheet. For example, if your answer choice is 
B, then mark it like this on your Answer Sheet: 

 
 
 

You should hand in both your test paper and answer sheet at the end of the test. Use the Answer Sheet 
for Questions 1-40; but you should do your writing task directly on the test paper. You can start to do 
the test now. (Do the easiest first. Do not spend too much time on a certain difficult question.)  

**********          ***********          **************          ********** 
 
1. In the 1990s, Albania and Vietnam ended their policy of ______ and opened up its economy to foreign 

investors. 
A) market court  B) deregulation  C) protectionism D) dumping 

 
2. When exporting goods, it is important to arrange ______ in case the goods are lost or damaged in 

transit. 
A) holidays for managers  B) insurance cover    C) awards for secretaries    D) professors 

 
3. If a company has invested a lot of money in developing a product, it will take out a(n) ____ to protect 

its right to profit from the sales of that product. 
A) patent  B) blueprint C) prototype D) order 

 
4. The company decided not to proceed with Professor Jones’ idea because it was too _____ . 

A) feasible B) easy  C) marketable  D) impractical 
 
5. Unfortunately, the factory will have to close and all the workers will be made ______. 

A) redundant  B) surplus  C) unemployable D) free 
 
6. The floor manager finally came at three o’clock. We _____ waiting for her since three-thirty. 

A) was been   B) have been  C) had been  D) must have been 
 
7. Transport companies have to comply with strict ______ when carrying dangerous materials. 

A) quota   B) regulations  C) restrictions  D) barriers 
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8. One way that some countries protect their domestic industries is by imposing ____ on all imports. 
A) tariffs   B) customs  C) payments  D) subsidies 
 

9. The employee who was sacked last week felt that his dismissal was unfair. He has decided to ____ the 
company. 
A) test   B) court   C) sue   D) blame 

 
10. When you apply for a job, you need a ______ from your previous employer, or perhaps from your 

university professor. 
A) reference  B) recommendation  C) record  D) note 
 

11. The salesperson gave a very ________ presentation. 
A) interested  B) fairly   C) protective  D) interesting 
 

12. A person who owns and runs a business, and is the only person responsible for it, is called a _______. 
A) limited company  B) sole trader  C) entrepreneur  D) capitalist 

 
13. The students attending these courses are people with no _____ business experience. 

A) lack  B) previous  C) actually  D) many 
 

14. Our new advertising _____ includes TV, billboards and mail shots. 
 A) campaign  B) policy  C)  marketing D)  sales 

 
15. Last week, a group of friends and I went to a ______ basketball game. 

A) interestingly  B) excited  C) embarrassed  D) depressing 
 

16. “Who were those people with the banners?”  “A group _____ itself the League for Peace.” 
A) calling  B) calls  C) called  D) is called 
 

17. My job involves _____ the machinery. 
A) to maintaining B) maintain  C) to maintain  D) maintaining  
 

18. A: I’m so relieved! 
B: Why? 
A: Originally our essays were due on Friday, but the teacher has put off the due date. Now we ____ 

hand them in until next Wednesday. 
A) must not  B) shouldn’t  C) don’t have to  D) need 
 

19. James _______ the true about the company’s financial situation at tomorrow’s meeting. 
A) should be told  B) should being told  C) should have been told  D) should be tell 
 

20. According to the fire chief, the fire ______ by a cigarette. 
A) must start  B) should be started  C) should have been started D) must have been 
started 
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For Questions 21—40, read the three passages and choose the correct answer.  
 

First passage:  The Black Death 
Imagine an illness so serious that people might go to bed well and be dead before morning. Think of 

this illness striking most of your family and friends. How would you respond? This question faced many 
Europeans in the 1300s as bubonic plague – the Black Death – swept the continent. 
 The plague rampaged across Europe beginning in late 1347. Its symptoms were terrible. In one form, 
sufferers developed egg-sized black swellings in their armpits and groins. These swellings were followed by 
boils and strange black blotches on their skin, the result of internal bleeding. In another form of the disease 
swellings didn’t develop, but people spit blood instead. In both forms, people contracted a severe fever, and 
they were dead within hours or days. 
 The plague was spread either by contact with blood or by respiratory infection. The respiratory infection 
meant that if a person coughed on you, you could get the disease. And if you got it, you most probably died. 
By the time the plague burned itself out in 1350, over twenty million Europeans had died from it. The city of 
Paris lost half of its population; Venice lost about two-thirds. Sufferers died so fast that there often wasn’t 
time to bury them, and bodies piled up in the streets. The plague was responsible for a decade-long shortage 
of people. 
 Today an outbreak of plague could be controlled with antibiotics, but no such cure existed 650 years 
ago. Many escaped the only way they could: by deserting sick friends and families. A few got so isolated 
areas where the plague had not hit, but most did not – and died anyway. 
 
21. The main idea of this passage is ______ . 

A) the Black Plague raced across Europe, killing great numbers of people 
B) many large cities lost large proportions of the population during the Black Plague 
C) people have always feared infectious disease, such as SARS in Taiwan  
D) SARS, the modern Black Plague, should be treated carefully and cautiously. 
 

22. This passage is mainly about______. 
A) the Black Plague and the destruction it caused 

 B) how people got the plague 
 C) how plague could be controlled now 
 D) diseases that are quick killers 
 
23. A characteristic of both forms of plague was ____. 

A) boils  B) spitting blood  C) severe fever  D) egg-shaped black swellings 
 

24. The final paragraph suggests that people _____. 
A) cared for their loved ones as long as they could 
B) wanted to protect their children 
C) were frightened and selfish 
D) had a good understanding of how plague spread 
 

25. The expression “the plague burned itself out” means that the plague _____. 
A) self-destructed                 B) set people on fire   
C) traveled as fast as a blazing fire  D) could not be controlled 

 
26. The word “rampaged” means _______. 

A) moved slowly and cautiously  B) rushed wildly   C) traveled     D) slept 
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Second passage:  The Man from Stratford 
 

 What makes a person famous? This is a mystery that people have pondered. All kinds of myths surround 
the lives of well-known people. 
 Most people are familiar with the works of William Shakespeare, one of the greatest English writers of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Yet how many know Shakespeare the person, the man behind the 
works? 
 After centuries of research, scholars are still trying to discover Shakespeare’s personal history. It is not 
easily found in his writings. Authors of the time could not protect their works. An acting company, for 
example, could change play if they wanted to. Nowadays writers have copyrights that protect their work. 
 Many myths arose about Shakespeare. Some said he had no formal education. Others believe that he 
began his career by tending the horses of wealthy men. 
 All of these myths are interesting, but are they true? Probably not. Shakespeare’s father was a respected 
man in Stratford, a member of the town council. He sent young William to grammar school. Most people of 
Elizabethan times did not continue beyond grammar school, so Shakespeare did have at least an average 
education. 
 Some parts of Shakespeare’s life will always remain unknown. The Great London Fire of 1666 burned 
many important documents that could have been a source of clues. We will always be left with many 
questions and few facts. 
 
27. The main idea of this passage is ______. 

A) very little is know about Shakespeare as a person 
B) Shakespeare’s writings are all we have as clues about him 
C) the background of many sixteenth-century writer’s is a mystery 
D) various kinds of writings were written by Shakespeare at different times 

28.  This passage deals with ________. 
  A) the Great London Fire   B) the lost documents of Shakespeare 

 C) scholars of Shakespeare  D) Shakespeare’s personal history 
 

29. Parts of Shakespeare’s life continue to remain a mystery because ______. 
A) people are not interested 

 B) researchers do not have the expertise to find the facts 
C) writers had no claim over their works 
D) the Great London Fire burned important documents 

 
30. From this passage we can infer that Shakespeare ______. 

A) was a horse thief     B) had no education 
C) was popular in Stratford    D) is surrounded by myths 

 
31. The first sentence arouses interest by presenting _____. 

A) a direct statement   B) a question 
C) an emotional appeal   D) a contrast 

 
32. In this passage “formal” means ____. 

A) correct  B) organized C) rigid  D) elaborate 
 
33. In the third passage, “An acting company” means _______. 

A) a dance setting    B) a performance school   C) a play group     D) a song-and-dance troupe  
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Third passage: The Tantanic’s Sisters 
 These days everyone knows about the Tantanic, the gigantic luxury liner that sank in 1912 on its maiden 
voyage. Fewer people, however, have heard of the Tantanic’s two sister ships, the Olympic and the Britannic, 
and fate befell them. 
 The Olympic was the first to be built among the first liners to be built. Originally launched in 1910, it 
was the largest ship in the world at that time and almost as luxurious as the Tantanic would be. After the 
Tantanic disaster the ship was retrofitted with additional lifeboats and a stronger bottom and then sent back 
to passenger service. Not long after World War I began, the Olympic was again transformed – this time into a 
naval transport ship. The Olympic was attacked by German U-boats four separate times but always managed 
to escape. The Olympic One time she even turned and rammed an attacking submarine, sinking it in the 
process.  After the war, the Olympic returned to passenger service. By the time she was scrapped in 1935, 
she had transported over 40,000 passengers and about 66,000 troops. 
 In contrast to the reliable Olympic, the Britannic’s history is more like the Tantanic. Completed in 1914, 
the ship had many safety features that the Tantanic lacked. But on its fourth voyage as a troop transporter, --- 
the only type of passenger it ever carried, --- the Britannic sank less than an hour after an explosion, caused 
by a mine or torpedo, ripped open its bow. Thanks to its many lifeboats, nearly all aboard escaped. But 
carelessly left open were the doors dividing its hull into watertight compartments. Might the Britannic have 
survived had they been closed?  
 
34. The main idea of this passage is ______. 

A) many luxury ships were put into wartime service 
B) the Olympic was retrofitted after the Tantanic sank 
C) the Olympic and the Britannic were both similar to and different from the Titanic 
D) the fates of the Olympic, the Britannic, and the Tantanic were more or less the same 

35.  Another good title for this story would be ____. 
A) Three Sisters, Different Lives   B) The Results of War   
C) Three Tragic Warships   D) The Unsinkable Three 

 
36. Both the Olympic and the Britannic ______. 

A) sank in wartime  B) carried troops 
C) carried wealthy passengers D) were built after the Titanic 

37. The Britannic was originally designed to be ______. 
A) a twin of the Tantanic B) a troop transporter 
C) the largest ship in the world  D) a luxury ship 
 

38. The last sentence in this passage is intended to ________. 
A) make the reader think  
B) raise a question that the writer will answer in another passage 
C) prove that the ship’s crew was negligent 
D) summarize the content of the passage 

39. As used in this passage, the word scrapped means ______. 
A) removed the finish from B) fought with 
C) put out of use   D) given new parts 
 

40. “One time she even turned and rammed an attacking submarine, sinking it in the process.” In this 
sentence, the word “rammed” means _____. 
A) touched B) smashed into C) almost hit  D) whacked  
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Part 2: Writing Task (20 scores) 
 Your department is planning to buy some new office furniture soon, but you have been asked by the 
Finance Director to write a report to explain why such a purchase is necessary. So, you should write a brief 
report to the Finance Director.  
Write about:  

 what kind of office furniture you are planning to purchase; 
 how such a purchase can be justified; 
 how the budget for this purchase could be reduced 

and any other points which you think are important. Write at least 250 words. You do NOT need to write 
your own address. Begin your letter as follows: 
Dear Mr. Jackson, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


