
東吳大學語言中心  電影講義 

第1頁，共 3頁 

Anne of Green Gables  清秀佳人  
Genre:  Drama 
Directed by:  Kevin Sullivan 
Written by:  Lucy Maud Montgomery 
Cast:  Megan Follows, Colleen Dewhurst, Richard Farnsworth 
 
Synopsis 
 Anne Shirley, a foster daughter of the Hammonds, is sent back to the Fairview 
Orphanage after Mr. Hammond dies in the middle of his work at his saw-mill.  
Although Anne is happy that she does not have to take care of Mrs. Hammond’s twins 
(three sets of them) anymore, the life in the orphanage is not much better than that. 
 Six months later, Anne is adopted by Mathew Cuthbert who lives in Halifax on 
the Prince Edward Island.  In fact, Mr. Cuthbert has told the orphanage that it is a 
boy that he wants to adopt.  Marrila Cuthbert, Mathew’s sister, decides to send Anne 
back the next day.  On the way to the train station, they come across Mrs. Blewert, 
who happens to be in need of somebody to look after her children.  When Marrila 
sees the possibility that Anne might be ill-treated there.  She decides to take Anne 
home herself. 
 Anne, who is kind-hearted, warm, energetic, and imaginative, becomes a very 
good company to Mathew and Marrila.  At a picnic, Anne gets to know Diana, who 
is about her age.  They hit it off right after they first meet and then become bosom 
friends to each other. 
 After Anne starts schooling in Halifax, her talent in literature soon makes her 
stand out among her classmates.  She often ties for the first place in the exams with a 
boy named Gilbert Blithe, who teases her by calling “carrots” on the very first day she 
goes to school.  Anne hates people making fun of her red hair.  Gilbert certainly 
catches her attention by doing that, but it is not the best way to make a pass on a girl.  
Afterwards Gilbert tries to make peace, but Anne wouldn’t bring herself to do that.  
However, this does not stop Gilbert from admiring her and trying to give his best to 
her. 
 
Words and Expressions 
a kindred spirit A kindred spirit is a person who has the 

same views of life or the interests as you. 
to keep someone in suspense If you keep someone in suspense, you 

delay telling them something that they are 
very eager to know about.  弔胃口 
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a (fine, pretty, different…) kettle of fish A state of affairs that is confused, difficult, 

different from expected  一團糟，混亂的
情況  
e.g.  After leaving the classroom for 10 
minutes, the teacher came back and found 
the class in chaos, she said to herself with 
a mock, “what a fine kettle of fish!” 

to talk the hind legs off a donkey To talk too much of for a very long time 
be next to almost 

e.g.  I knew next to nothing about him. 
be on trial be tested closely or examined to see if 

something is suitable for a particular 
purpose  試用、嘗試 
e.g.  The new machine is on trial to see if 
it can be set up for our assembly line. 

Mark my words! You use this as a warning when you want 
someone to pay attention to what you are 
saying. (= Listen to me!) 

to pick on someone If you pick on someone, you treat him 
unkindly.  找碴 
e.g.  Why are you always picking on me? 

to smooth over If you smooth over a problem or difficulty, 
you make it seem less serious and easier to 
deal with, especially by talking to the 
people concerned  解決，化解 
e.g.  Whenever we’re in trouble, Mom 
can always smooth things over. 

keepsake A keepsake is a small present that 
someone gives you so that you will not 
forget him/her. 
e.g.  She gave him a lock of her hair as a 
keepsake. 

to talk someone’s head off to talk a great deal to someone, especially 
until he is tired or bored 
e.g.  I visited my aunt the other day and  
she talked my head off. 

three-legged race 兩人三腳的競賽 
moon over someone If you moon over someone, you spend 

time thinking about them because you are 
in love.  朝思暮想 

Get off your high horse! Stop behaving in such an arrogant way!  
別那麼傲慢臭屁！ 

to pull the wool over someone’s eyes to trick or deceive someone  欺騙 
e.g.  Don’t try to pull the wool over her  
eyes.  She’s very smart. 
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to give someone credit for something to praise someone for it  稱讚 

e.g.  He was a very modest man.  Not  
until he died, he was given the proper  
credit for his work. 

huff and puff If you huff and puff, you express your 
annoyance or dissatisfaction with 
something. 
e.g.  Those students have been huffing  
and puffing about their homework. 

to put someone’s oar in something If you get, put, or stick your oar in, you 
interfere with what someone else is doing 
or express your opinion without being 
asked to  多管閒事 
e.g.  Never put your oar in when a couple 
are having a quarrel. 

sweep one off one’s feet If someone sweeps you off your feet, you 
fall in love with him/her almost as you 
first meet him/her.  You find him/her 
dashing or exciting.  被某人吸引而情不
自禁地愛上他 
e.g.  A lady-killer can easily sweep a girl 
off her feet. 
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