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Genre:  Drama 
Directed by:  Barry Levinson 
Written by:  Barry Morrow 
Cast:  Dustin Hoffman, Tom Cruise 
 
Synopsis 
 Charlie is a self-centered young man who sells cars in Los Angeles.  The movie 
starts with him struggling in his business and often deceiving his customers.  On his 
way to Palm Springs with his girl friend, Susana, for vacation, he receives word that 
his father has died.  He goes to the funeral in Cincinnati but is upset to find that he is 
only left with his father’s prized rose bushes and a ’49 Buick convertible.  According 
to the will, his father’s 3 million dollar inheritance is given to a trustee.  While trying 
to fight for his share of the money, he uncovers another surprise; a brother he never 
knew he had.  Raymond is an autistic savant, living in a world devoid of normal 
perception.  Discovering him in an institution, Charlie believes obtaining the custody 
of Raymond will ensure the inheritance of his father’s money.  So he abducts 
Raymond and begins a long journey back to Los Angeles. 
 They spend weeks on the road and Charlie is almost driven mad by Raymond’s 
daily rituals for his daily needs.  An effect of Raymond’s autism is his highly 
developed mathematical skills, and while passing through Las Vegas, Charlie decides 
to use those skills to make a killing gambling there. 
 Through the gradual understanding of Raymond, Charlie begins to discover 
some things in himself such as his selfish attitude towards his father and brother.  
Finally, he gives up the custody battle for Raymond and begins to develop a capacity 
to love others. 
 
Words and Expressions 
I don’t think we can do it within that time 
frame. 

In that period of time 

I don’t give a shit about it. (vulgar use) I don’t think it’s important.  
I couldn’t care less about it.  I don’t give 
a damn about it. 

swing plan alternative plan 
They saved up enough to make a down 
payment on a new car. 

A part of the full price paid at the time of 
buying something, with the rest to be paid 
later 

He wants to back out on his car. He doesn’t want the car anymore. 
We need five grand. five thousand dollars 
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EPA paperwork EPA stands for the Environmental 

Protection Association.  When people 
buy new cars, they have to meet certain 
standards set by the EPA. 

In order to show our appreciation for you 
patience, we’ll knock off 5,000 on the 
deal. 

deduct 5,000 from the original price 

The cars have passed the admissions. The cars have met the admission standards 
test set by the EPA. 

Delivery is over due. The cars should have already been 
delivered. 

Don’t worry.  I’ve got everything under 
control. 

got everything well taken care of 

Don’t be so demanding. needing a lot of attention and effort 
foreplay Sexual activity, such as touching the 

sexual organs and kissing, that is done 
before sexual intercourse 

We had a falling out a week ago. had an argument or disagreement 
I know it by rote. I know it very well. 
They’re off limits to me. I’m not allowed to have them. 
My father did not bail me out. to obtain freedom for someone by paying 

bail to make sure they appear in court at a 
future date  繳保釋金將某人保出候傳 

Don’t keep this all inside you. Don’t tell anyone about this. 
You are full of yourself. You only think about yourself. 
This is in accordance with the term 
agreed upon. 

in a way that fulfills or agrees with the 
term 

The 3 million will go to a trustee. a person or firm that holds and controls 
property or money for the advantage of 
someone else 

He’s laughing his ass off. (taboo slang) laughing very hard 
He’s fucking retarded. “fucking”: (taboo slang, for emphasis) 

really 
“retarded”: (especially of a child) slower 
in development or less able than others 

autistic an illness of the mind, especially in 
children, in which the imagination 
becomes too important and good personal 
relationships cannot be formed  自閉症 

idiot savants A savant is a person having great 
knowledge of some subject.  Raymond is 
an idiot savant because he is slow in 
perceiving and developing certain 
concepts and relationships, but he is a 
genius with numbers. 

You’re talking over my head. talking about things I don’t understand 
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rituals things people do on a regular basis, such 

as brushing teeth every day.  For 
Raymond, there are things that he feels he 
must do, such as watching “People’s 
Court” on TV. 

That’s none of your business. That doesn’t concern you. 
bullshit (taboo slang) to talk nonsense, especially 

confidently in order to deceive, persuade, 
or get admiration 

I’m pissed at him. (taboo slang) I’m really mad at him. 
My father has stuck it to me all his life. has been unfair with me, has done harmful 

things to me 
bet your butt (or bet your ass) (vulgar use) can be sure of 
beside the point has nothing to do with the main subject 
cut through the bullshit come straight to the point 
custody battle Charlie wants to get the custody of 

Raymond, so he can share his father’s 
inheritance.  He will have to fight for the 
legal guardianship of Raymond. 

fatalities violent accidental death  （事故、戰爭等
的）死亡 

casualties People hurt in an accident or get killed or 
wounded in a battle. 

fruitcake a person who acts in an off manner  瘋
子、傻子 
e.g.  She is a strange person, in fact, she  
is a bit of a fruitcake. 

Get the hell in the car. just for emphasis  用來加強語氣 
It would make a world of difference. (for emphasis) a very large difference 
You can get an extension on the loan. pay back the loan at a much later date 
custody hearing a trial of a case before a judge or any 

official inquiry at which witnesses are 
heard 

boxer shorts Underclothes for men, covering the lower 
part of the body and the top part of the 
legs and made of thin material, usually 
cotton  男人的內褲 

beneficiary the receiver of a benefit or advantage, 
especially of money or property  （年
金、保險金、遺產等的）受益人 

shrink (humor, informal) a psychiatrist or a 
psychoanalyst  戲稱心理醫師 

You are in dipshit. in serious trouble 
get on your nerves bother you 
The party is in your honor. The party is held for you. 
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fart (taboo) to send out air from the bowels 

through the anus  放屁 
You blew it. had an opportunity but failed to take 

advantage of it 
throw a fit display anger 
Let it sit. Don’t think and worry about it for the time 

being. 
You’ll run down the batteries. use the energy wastefully  浪費電池 
house rules House rules are suggested guidelines, 

often not written down.  They can be 
used for a school, but generally is used for 
a home or a house. 

cardinal sin one of the seven deadly sins – pride, lust, 
envy, anger, covetousness, gluttony, and 
sloth  原罪 

chips a flat plastic object used for representing 
money in certain games  （某些牌戲中
的）扁平籌碼 

prescription medication It’s usually prescribed by a doctor.  The 
pharmacist would call the doctor’s office 
to confirm before filling the prescription.  
The other kind is the over-the-counter 
medicine.  由醫生開列處方的藥（不是
成藥） 

K Mart sucks. “K Mart”: a popular convenience store in 
the States 
“suck”: (American slang) not polite to be 
extremely disagreeable or unacceptable  
爛透了 

I got carried away. I couldn’t control myself.  I didn’t stop 
when I should have. 

I had a good day at the tables. successful in gambling 
Elevator’s on hold.   Someone is holding the elevator for you. 
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