
Second Specialty Q&A - For Students 

Q1. What is a second specialty? 

A: A second specialty is a modular course offered by a school that requires between 12 
and 18 credits for completion and is designed with a competency-based focus. Upon 
finishing a second specialty course, students can have the name of the second 
specialty added to their graduation diploma. 

Q2. What is the difference between a second specialty and double majors, minors, 
and interdisciplinary credit programs? 

A: Second specialties, together with double majors, minors, and interdisciplinary credit 
programs, provide an option for interdisciplinary learning. In principle, the number of 
credits gained from taking a second specialty is included in the graduation credits 
required by the student’s original department; however, the number of credits from 
double majors, minors, and interdisciplinary credit programs are additional to the 
graduation credits. 

Q3. Does every student have to choose a second specialty? 

A: It is hoped that each student can try to engage in interdisciplinary learning. 

Q4. Is it necessary to apply for a second specialty before I can proceed with course 
selection? 

A: During the registration period, students can register for their desired second 
specialty online without undergoing a review. Additionally, they can choose their 
second specialty courses during the second specialty priority course selection 
period. 

Q5. Do the credits earned from a second specialty get included in the graduation 
credits of the home department? 

A: Every student can select 16 credits from external departments and have them 
incorporated into their graduation credits (provided that this aligns with the 
regulations of each specific department). A second specialty involves assembling 16 
credits from external departments into modular courses. This approach offers 
students a focused, interdisciplinary learning opportunity; therefore, the credits they 
acquire count toward their graduation credits. 

Q6. Do second specialties have a maximum number of students? 

A: A maximum number of students will continue to be in place for highly sought-after 
second specialties. This measure is implemented to safeguard both students’ rights 
and the instructors’ teaching quality. 

Q7. If the subjects covered in second specialties resemble or are the same as those 
of a student’s current department, is it necessary to retake them? 

A: If the courses offered by a student’s current department resemble or are the same as 
those of the second specialty, and the number of credits is equivalent or higher, 
students have the option to apply for an exemption from the related second specialty 
subject upon receiving confirmation from the respective department. However, 
students aiming to achieve the second specialty must still ensure that their 
graduation credits align with the standards established by their department. 



Q8. Are all the courses offered by second specialties recognized as electives by 
external departments? 

A: In principle, barring instances of repeated studies and specific restrictions (such as 
when the student’s current department offers the same course or does not recognize 
it), all courses taken by students pursuing a second specialty shall be acknowledged 
as electives from external departments (subject to the department’s approval of 
electives from external departments and within the prescribed upper credit limit). 

Q9. What is the minimum number of students for a second specialty? 

A: For courses offered exclusively by the second specialty, a minimum of 30 students is 
required for the course to be opened. For courses offered by departments, the 
number of students follows regular course-opening regulations. 

 


